
The	Cralle/Brann	Farm	
By	Jim	Scott	

February	2025	
	
[The	original	draft	was	titled	“The	Brann	Farm”.	Since	then,	I’ve	decided	that	a	
much	more	accurate	and	objective	title	is	“The	Cralle/Brann	Farm”.	As	you	
will	see,	the	first	five	owners	of	the	property	were	Cralles.	My	original	title	
was	biased	by	the	fact	that	the	farm	has	been	owned	by	Branns	since	before	I	
was	born.]	
	
When	I	was	a	child	in	the	1940s,	my	parents	often	took	my	sisters	and	me	on	a	
trip	to	visit	our	maternal	grandmother,	Nannie	Maude	Cralle	Brann	(1874-
1956).	Her	home	was	the	Cralle/Brann	family	farm,	located	at	1849	Gibeon	
Road,	in	Callao,	Virginia	22345.	
	
For	those	who	haven’t	been	there	already,	I’ll	help	orient	you	by	describing	
the	location	of	the	farm.	(The	first	four	maps	attached	will	help.)	The	nearest	
town,	actually	an	“unincorporated	community”,	is	Village,	Virginia.	Village	is	
near	the	center	of	the	Virginia	peninsula	known	as	the	Northern	Neck,	which	
is	bounded	on	the	southwest	by	the	Rappahannock	River	and	on	the	northeast	
by	the	Potomac	River.	Callao,	another	unincorporated	community,	is	just	to	
the	east	and	is	technically	the	address	of	the	farm.	
	
U.	S.	Route	360,	also	known	as	Richmond	Road,	runs	east-west	through	
Village.	Gibeon	Road	goes	NNE	from	Village	about	1.8	miles	to	the	location	of	
Gibeon	Baptist	Church,	which	was	the	Brann	family’s	church	home.	The	
church	is	on	the	east	side	of	Gibeon	Road,	immediately	next	to	the	road.	
Directly	across	the	road	from	the	church	is	the	entrance	to	the	Brann	farm,	
with	a	narrow	straight	road	about	900	feet	long	leading	up	to	the	farm	house.	
	
This	is	my	attempt	to	record	as	much	as	I	could	learn	about	the	early	history	
of	the	farm.	As	you	will	see,	I	had	only	limited	success.	But	I’ve	thrown	in	some	
more	recent	history	as	well.	
	
I’ll	start	with	my	memories	of	the	farm.	
	
I	never	met	my	grandfather,	John	William	(“John	Will”)	Brann	(1872-1940),	
because	he	had	died	two	years	before	I	was	born.	Besides	my	grandmother,	
the	other	residents	at	the	farm	in	the	1940s	were	Franklin	Brann,	a	first	
cousin	of	John	Will,	and	Franklin’s	son	Danny	Brann.	Franklin	helped	with	the	
farming.	
	



John	Will	and	Maude’s	children	had	long	since	left	the	farm	to	pursue	lives	and	
careers	of	their	own.	They	were:	

• Susie	Brann	(1895-1987)	
• Bernard	Brann	(1897-1981)	
• William	Cralle	Brann	(1901-1986)	
• Raymond	Ellis	Brann	(1903?-1991)	
• Ruth	Annette	Brann	(1919-2017)	–	my	mother	

	
My	mother	described	John	Will,	her	father,	with	admiration:	
	
“My	father	.	.	.		was	a	resourceful	man.		First,	he	was	an	educator.		He	taught	a	
Sunday	School	class	and	wanted	the	teenaged	boys	to	know	about	the	world,	so	
he	took	them	to	places	like	Richmond,	the	Capitol	Building,	and	the	Penitentiary.		
Mother	and	I	would	go	with	them.		He	also	found	a	man	who	came	to	teach	them	
how	to	sing.		He	wanted	his	own	children	to	go	to	college	and	he	found	a	way	to	
do	it.		It	was	not	easy	in	the	teen	years	of	the	1900s	as	there	had	been	World	War	
I	and	the	Depression	was	looming.	
	
“John	Will	was	a	pillar	of	the	community.		He	looked	after	the	ones	less	
fortunate,	giving	them	food,	money	and	arranging	for	medical	care.		He	wanted	
the	best	for	our	community.		When	I	was	little,	Gibeon	Road	was	a	dirt	road	and	
when	it	rained,	most	vehicles	got	stuck,	including	our	school	bus.		My	father	
made	endless	trips	to	Heathsville	by	himself	to	convince	the	Highway	
Department	that	our	neighborhood	needed	a	paved	road.		Finally,	they	paved	
the	road	as	far	as	Gibeon	Church	-	just	past	our	driveway.”	
	

	
Maude	and	John	Will	Brann	in	1933	



It	was	indeed	very	much	a	farm	in	the	1940s;	my	sisters	and	I	remember	
particularly	the	pigs	and	the	chickens,	who	wandered	around	in	true	free-
range	fashion.	My	father,	Robert	J.	Scott,	once	showed	us	how	to	hypnotize	a	
chicken.	He	picked	up	a	hen	that	had	been	wandering	in	the	farm	lane.	With	
his	hands	he	held	the	hen’s	wings	against	her	body	and	tucked	her	head	under	
one	of	her	wings.	Then	he	rocked	her	from	side	to	side	for	a	short	time.	When	
he	put	her	back	down	on	the	dirt	road,	she	continued	to	sleep	with	her	head	
under	her	wing.	
	
My	mother	told	this	story	about	one	of	the	pigs:	“Daddy	had	a	litter	of	pigs	and	
he	gave	the	runt	to	Susie.		He	did	not	think	the	pig	would	amount	to	much,	but	
Susie	loved	him	and	he	thrived	and	grew	into	a	healthy,	loving	pig.	In	those	days	
Gibeon	[the	Baptist	church	across	Gibeon	Road]	did	not	have	screens	on	the	
windows	and	doors.		Susie	played	the	church	organ	and	she	was	playing	away	
for	the	Sunday	service.		The	pig	came	in	and	went	up	the	aisle	going	‘Oink!		
Oink!’	and	went	straight	to	Susie.		I	don't	remember	how	Susie	said	the	
congregation	reacted,	but	I	imagine	that	was	the	end	of	the	service!”	
	
There	was	a	working	windmill	that	pumped	water	for	the	house.	One	time	
when	my	family	arrived	for	a	visit,	there	was	a	sign	on	the	bathroom	door	
saying	“Out	of	order	till	the	wind	do	blow”.	The	long	lane,	or	driveway,	from	
the	Gibeon	Road	to	the	house	was	where	my	father	taught	me	to	ride	a	bicycle.		
	

	
The	Brann	farm,	seen	from	the	church	in	2024	



	
Gibeon	Baptist	Church	in	2024	

	
Much	of	the	following	information,	including	the	size	of	the	farm	and	the	
identities	of	the	first	three	owners,	comes	from	“Bicentennial	Farms”,	
published	in	1985	by	the	Virginia	Farm	Bureau	Federation,	to	celebrate	each	
Virginia	farm	“owned	continuously	by	the	same	family	for	200	years	or	more”.	
A	copy	is	attached.	
	
In	1985,	and	probably	when	I	first	visited	it	in	the	1940s,	the	farm	was	150	
acres,	although	it	was	larger	when	it	was	purchased	in	1711.	Today	the	
property	where	the	farm	house	stands	is	a	little	over	two	acres,	but	another	
118-acre	parcel	of	the	original	farm	is	owned	by	Bill	Perry	Brann.	
	
The	Cralle/Brann	farm	is	in	the	Lottsburg	District	of	Northumberland	County.	
It	was	originally	known	as	“Fruit	Plain”.	
	
The	farm	was	purchased	in	1711	by	Captain	John	Cralle	(1724-78),	who	died	
while	serving	as	sergeant	in	Captain	Thomas	Gaskin's	company	of	the	5th	
Virginia	Regiment	Continental	Line.	
	



The	second	owner	was	his	son	Samuel	Cralle	(1761-1829),	who	was	ensign	
and	2nd	lieutenant	of	Militia	during	the	Revolutionary	War.	Later	he	was	
major	in	the	37th	Regiment,	Virginia	Militia.	He	also	served	in	several	County	
offices,	including	sheriff	and	coroner.	
	
The	third	owner	was	Samuel’s	son	Darius	Griffin	Cralle	(1796-1848),	who	was	
a	private	in	Captain	William	Henderson’s	company	of	artillery,	37in	Regiment,	
Virginia	Militia.	
	
Thanks	to	a	pedigree	chart	provided	by	Hilary	G.	Derby,	Ph.D.,	of	the	
Northumberland	County	Historical	Society,	we	can	deduce	that	the	entire	
chain	of	ownership	was	as	follows:	
	

John	Cralle	(1724-78)	
Samuel	Cralle	(1761-1829)	
Darius	Griffin	Cralle	(1796-1848)	
Andrew	Broadus	Cralle	(1841-1900)	
Nannie	Maude	Cralle	(1874-1956)	
John	William	“John	Will”	Brann	(1872-1940)*
Raymond	Ellis	Brann	(1903-1991)	
William	"Bill	Perry"	Brann	
Jeffery	"Jeff"	Brann	

	
The	entire	six-page	pedigree	chart	from	the	county	historical	society	is	
attached.	It’s	described	as	a	“straight	line	working	pedigree	chart”,	showing	no	
children	except	each	“straight	line”	child.	I’ve	used	a	fat	black	arrow	to	
indicate	each	of	the	owners	listed	above.	Because	the	chart	continues	from	
one	page	to	another,	some	indicated	names	appear	twice.	
	
(The	marriage	date	for	Andrew	Broadus	Cralle,	given	as	February	11,	1827,	is	
definitely	incorrect.		The	Scott	/	Brann	family	tree	drawn	by	my	father	in	1971	
lists	the	date	of	Andrew’s	marriage	at	February	11,	1874.	This	seems	totally	
consistent	with	his	daughter	Nannie	Maude	Cralle’s	birth	date	of	December	4,	
1874.)	
	
Unfortunately,	the	county	historical	society	produced	only	this	genealogical	
data,	and	no	information	about	the	farm	itself.		
	
I	was	hoping	to	learn	something	about	the	boundaries	of	the	original	Fruit	
Plain	farm,	but	I’ve	found	nothing.	However,	there	is	a	Fruit	Plain	Road	that	

 
*	I’ve	been	unable	to	determine	whether	John	Will	was	ever	actually	the	owner	of	the	farm.	
Did	he	assume	ownership	by	virtue	of	his	marriage	to	Nannie	Maude?	In	any	case,	it	seems	
clear	that	when	he	died	in	1940,	she	would	have	resumed	(or	continued)	her	ownership.	



extends	north	and	west	from	the	location	of	the	current	farm,	toward	
Hyacinth,	VA.	Perhaps	today’s	Fruit	Plain	Road	offers	clues	to	the	extent	of	the	
original	farm;	then	again,	perhaps	it	was	just	a	road	leading	to	the	farm.	A	map	
is	attached,	with	Fruit	Plane	Road	marked	in	yellow.	For	what	it’s	worth,	the	
length	of	Fruit	Plain	Road	as	shown	is	about	2.5	miles.	
	
Late	in	her	life,	when	she	visited	the	farm	and	Gibeon	church	for	what	would	
be	the	last	time,	Mother	told	me	an	anecdote	from	her	childhood.	She	said	that	
sometimes	she	and	one	or	more	friends	would	head	off	through	the	woods,	
away	from	the	farm,	to	visit	the	spot	where	three	counties	came	together.	
They	enjoyed	being	able	to	stand	in	three	counties	at	once!	I’ve	determined	
where	that	spot	is.	About	0.68	miles	WSW	of	the	farm,	in	an	area	known	as	
“Marshy	Swamp”,	three	counties	converge	at	one	point	(beyond	the	farm	
property).	Northumberland	County,	which	includes	the	Cralle/Brann	farm	and	
Gibeon	Baptist	Church,	is	to	the	northeast	of	this	point.	Westmoreland	County	
is	to	the	northwest.	And	Richmond	County	is	to	the	south.	A	satellite-view	map	
is	attached.	
	
The	farm	house	that	I	knew	as	a	child	was	not	the	first	on	the	Cralle/Brann	
farm.	It’s	believed	that	it	was	built	around	the	turn	of	the	century,	i.e.,	about	
1900.	Before	that,	John	Will	and	Maude	lived	in	a	house	on	the	other	side	of	
Gibeon	Road.	I	don’t	have	any	information	about	any	houses	on	the	farm	
before	those	two.	
	
The	old	farm	house	that	I	knew	burned	in	1990.	Jeff	Brann,	the	current	owner,	
built	the	present	home	in	2016.	The	barn	is	original,	built	in	the	1930s,	but	has	
been	repaired	by	local	Amish	workers.	Bill	Perry	Brann	put	a	new	roof	on	the	
barn	after	Isabelle	blew	the	old	one	off	in	2003.	Jeff	painted	the	barn	red	with	
the	help	of	a	motorized	lift	and	power	paint	sprayer.	
	
Current	information	about	the	farm	is	available	in	the	Northumberland	
County,	VA	Real	Estate	record.	A	three-page	copy	is	attached.	
	

Appendices	
	
The	following	appendices	are	attached:	
	
1. Map	of	Virginia,	showing	the	location	of	Village,	Virginia	

	



2. Map	of	the	Northern	Neck	peninsula	
	
3. Map	showing	the	relative	locations	of	Village,	Callao,	Hyacinth,	and	
Gibeon	Baptist	Church	

	
4. Map	of	Gibeon	Road,	in	relation	to	Village,	Gibeon	Baptist	Church,	and	
the	Brann	Farm	

	
5. Map	showing	the	location	of	Fruit	Plain	Road	

	
6. Satellite	view	of	the	convergence	of	three	counties	

	
7. Brann	/	Cralle	pedigree	chart,	six	pages	(I	assume	that	“Start	Brann”	is	
just	a	tag	for	the	starting	point	of	the	chart,	and	is	not	meant	to	suggest	
that	a	person	named	“Start	Brann”	exists.)	

	
8. “Bicentennial	Farms”	(1985),	four	pages	including	scan	of	news	article		

	
9. Northumberland	County	property	record	for	the	Brann	farm,	three	
pages	 	



	
1. Map	of	Virginia,	showing	the	location	of	Village,	Virginia	

	

	
2. Map	of	the	Northern	Neck	peninsula	

	 	



	
3. Map	showing	the	relative	locations	of	Village,	Callao,	Hyacinth,	and	

Gibeon	Baptist	Church	
	 	



	
4. Map	of	Gibeon	Road,	in	relation	to	Village,	Gibeon	Baptist	Church,	and	

the	Brann	Farm	(upper	left)	
	 	



	
5. Map	showing	the	location	of	Fruit	Plain	Road	(in	yellow)	

	
	 	



	

	
6. Satellite	view	of	the	convergence	of	three	counties	

	 	













	
















